
 

 

Subject title:   Presentation Skills for Research Students  

Subject code:  ELC6001  

Credit value:   Nil 

Pre-requisites:Nil 

Contact hours:26  

 
     Objectives 

This course aims to develop skills that research students need to 

present their research to an academic audience. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

At the end of the course, students should be able to use the 

language and skills needed to 

 plan, organise and deliver effective academic presentations; 

 report and defend their research; and 

 design effective PowerPoint slides; 

 

Content 

 

Sessions Study areas Language Focus 

1 - Course overview  

- Socialising and 

discussing research 

interests 

- Socializing and discussing research 

interests  

- Self-evaluation of presentation skills 

 

2 -Planning and delivering 

academic 

presentations  

 

- Content and structure of academic 

presentations  

- Identifying and adopting strategies for 

effective presentations 

 



 

 

3 - Visual aids, body 

language and 

signposting language  

- Using visual aids and body language to 

deliver effective presentations 

- Identifying signposts in presentations 

- Using signposts for effective presentations  

4 - Introduction - Stating project aims and rationales  

- Starting a presentation    

 

5 - Literature review 

 

- Citing references 

6 - Methodology - Presenting methods and procedures  

7 - Results and discussion - Describing and discussing findings  

- Referring to graphics 

8 - Conclusions  

- Q & A 

- Summarising the research project 

- Inviting and responding to questions 

 

9 -Poster presentations - Identifying strategies for poster 

presentations 

- Presenting and discussing posters  

 

10 Oral Defense  

 

- Oral defense procedure 

- Preparing the presentation for the oral 

defense  

- Practising Q and A for the Oral defense  

 

11-13 -Individual Presentations - Practising skills of presentation 

- Feedback on presentations 

 

 



 

 

Assessment: Oral Presentation 

Two options are available. The class teacher will decide on the option for 
his/her group. 
  

 Option A:  
This assessment will be conducted in Session 11-13. It is in the form 
of a group activity but your performance will be assessed individually.  
 
For the assessment, you and your group members need to organise an 

international conference and deliver presentations at the conference. 
Each group should have 5-6 members and each member are to play 
three roles, which are: 
 

1. An academic presenter: each member presents an academic 
paper (12 mins) 

2. Audience: all members ask questions at the end of each 
presentation 

3. A member of the organising committee: Since you are not only a 

presenter but also one of the organisers of the conference, you 
need to be responsible for one of the following tasks as well. 
Speeches for each of these tasks should last about one minute. 
 
a. Delivering an opening speech (around 1 min) 

b. Introducing speakers (introducing two speakers, around 30 
seconds for each speaker); and 

c. Delivering a closing speech (around 1 min) 
 

      Paper delivery  

Your main role is to present a paper at the conference. It is strongly 
recommended – but not mandatory – that you use PowerPoint for 
your presentation (unless, as with some departmental presentations, 
it is not expected). 

 
Group work 
Your group needs to be well-organised. Each group should have a 
committee chair to ensure the smooth running of the conference, 
including the sequence and timing of the presentation. All 
presentations will be video-recorded.  

 

Option B 

Students deliver an academic presentation (approximately 15 minutes for 
a presentation and 5 minutes for Q&A).  
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