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English for University Studies - Course Introduction Quiz

You will be put into groups or pairs in breakout rooms. Work together 

to find out the answers to the following questions.

1. Rearrange the letters of the mixed up words below:

a) dacamice seays b) ntaprtieseon c) lesty

d) ncireengfer e) ashiparnaprg f) giapsmlari
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2. True or False?

a)The course lasts for 13 weeks ____

a)This course will help you with your English language skills ____

for studying at the PolyU

a)The oral presentation is worth 30% of your course ____

marks

a)All the assessments will be done during class time ____
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3. Answer the following questions:

a) Where can you get the materials for this course and what is Unit 1

about?

b) What is page 22 in your course notes about?

c) What is the topic of the first course assessment that you have to do?

d) What is the purpose of the Reading Articles for assessment 1?

e) What are the topics you can choose from for assessment 2?

f) How do you submit your assessments?
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g) What topic should you choose for your third assessment?

h) What must you absolutely NOT do in your presentation?

i) How many people should deliver each presentation?

j) What is                      and how much must you complete?

k) What does CILL stand for and where is it?

l) Where can you get extra help with your writing and what is SAP?

m) What is my name and how can you contact me?
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English for University Studies - Course Introduction Quiz

You will be put into groups or pairs in breakout rooms. Work together 

to find out the answers to the following questions.

1. Rearrange the letters of the mixed up words below:

a) dacamice seays b) ntaprtieseon c) lesty

d) ncireengfer e) ashiparnaprg f) giapsmlari

presentation style

paraphrasing

academic essay

referencing plagiarism
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2. True or False?

a) The course lasts for 13 weeks ____

b) This course will help you with your English language skills ____

for studying at the PolyU

c) The oral presentation is worth 30% of your course ____

marks

d) All the assessments will be done during class time ____

Assessment 1 – in class time / Assessments 2 & 3 - outside

True

True

False

False
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3. Answer the following questions:

a) Where can you get the materials for this course and what is Unit 1

about?

b) What is page 22 in your course notes about?

c) What is the topic of the first course assessment that you have to do?

d) What is the purpose of the Reading Articles for assessment 1?

e) What are the topics you can choose from for assessment 2?

f) How do you submit your assessments?

Blackboard / Academic style
Citations –
integral/non-integral

Food safety

To provide background information and context for your essay

High-stake testing in Hong Kong OR Domestic helpers in Hong Kong

On Blackboard - Assessment 1 & 2 – Turnitin / Assessment 3 - Panopto
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g) What topic should you choose for your third assessment?

h) What must you absolutely NOT do in your presentation?

i) How many people should deliver each presentation?

j) What is                      and how much must you complete?

k) What does CILL stand for and where is it?

l) Where can you get extra help with your writing and what is SAP?

m) What is my name and how can you contact me?  

The same as Assessment 2 / can be prob/sol OR discursive

No reading!

One

Online self-study tasks / 50% 

Centre for Independent Language Learning / Core A 3/F

Writing Assistance Programme / Speaking Assistance Programme
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Formal academic verbs Non-formal verbs

investigate look into

conduct carry out

facilitate help

distribute send out

collate sort out

obtain get

ascertain find out

deduce figure out

endeavour try

establish set up

imply point to

estimate guess

evaluate check out

clarify clear up

calculate add up
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1. The  man in the lift

A man lives on the tenth floor of a 

building. Every day he takes the lift 

down to the ground floor to go to work 

or to go shopping. When he returns he 

takes the elevator to the 7th floor and 

walks up the stairs to reach his 

apartment on the tenth floor. 

He hates walking so why does he do it?
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2. The man in the bar

A man walks into a bar and 

asks the barman for a glass of 

water. 

The barman pulls out a gun 

and points it at the man. 

The man thanks him and 

leaves.

Why?



03 Dead man in a field

A man is lying dead in a field. Next to him there is an unopened package. There aren’t any animals in the field. 
How did he die?

04 Anthony and Cleopatra

Anthony and Cleopatra are lying dead on the floor of a villa in Egypt. Nearby is a broken bowl. There is no mark on 

either of their bodies and they were not poisoned. How did they die?

05 A carrot, some coal and a scarf

Five pieces of coal, a carrot and a scarf are lying on the lawn. Nobody put them on the lawn but there is a perfectly 

logical reason why they are there. What is it?

06 Two sons

A woman had two sons who were born on the same hour of the same day of the same year. But they were not 

twins. How could this be possible?

07 A woman pushing a car

A woman was pushing her car. She stopped pushing when she reached a hotel and then realised she was bankrupt. 

Why?

08 Heaven

A man died and went to Heaven. He saw thousands of people there all naked and young. He saw a couple and he 

immediately recognised them as Adam and Eve. How did he know?
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09 Friday

A man rode into town on Friday. He stayed for three nights and then left on Friday. Explain.

10 Manhole covers

Why is it better to have round manhole covers than square ones?

11 Sudden realisation

A man was walking downstairs in a building when the lights went out. Suddenly he realised that his wife had just 

died. How?

12 The blind beggar

A blind beggar had a brother who died. What relation was the blind beggar to the brother who died? (Brother is not 

the answer).

13 Another dead body

The dead body of a man was found in the middle of a burnt forest. He was wearing only swimming trunks, a snorkel 

and diving mask. What had happened?

14 Mystery suicide

One stormy night, a person switches on the TV and watches the news. The person leaves the room in a rush, runs 

up the stairs and turns on the light. Then the person commits suicide. Why?
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Answers

1. The man in the Elevator -The man is a dwarf.

2. The Man in the Bar-The man had hiccups.

3. The man had jumped out of a plane and his parachute had failed to open.

4. Anthony and Cleopatra-Anthony and Cleopatra were goldfish.

5. The Coal, Carrot and Scarf-A snowman.

6. Two Sons-Triplets.

7. Push that Car-Monopoly.

8. Heaven-No navels.

9. Friday-The horse’s name was Friday
10. Manhole Covers-A round cover can’t fall down the hole.
11. The Realization-His wife was on a life support machine.

12. The Blind Beggar-The blind beggar was his sister.

13. Swimmer in the Forest-The man had been taken from a lake by a fire brigade helicopter

14. The person was a lighthouse keeper who forgot to turn on the light. On the news there was a terrible 

shipwreck which was the lighthouse keeper's fault.

More free
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Shopping 

Mall
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Here’s a plan of part of a large shopping 
mall. There are five open-front 

restaurants around a large common 

area, and three corridors connecting 

the whole space to the rest of the mall.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKU6PBwbCX8
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Under the tenancy agreements, the store owners 

are allowed to use the six feet of space in the 

common area adjacent to their premises for extra 

chairs and tables.

The common area in the middle is supposed to 

remain empty partly because of safety 

requirements but also to facilitate the movement 

of shoppers.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKU6PBwbCX8
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However, some, indeed most of the restaurants tend 

to abuse this at times and use even more space in the 

common area. Shops 1, 2 and 5 in particular claim to 

have some sort of right to do this possibly because 

they were the first three eateries to open in the mall 

and also because they believe they are the biggest, 

most profitable restaurants which sell the most high-

end, gourmet food.

The management of the shopping mall tend to ignore 

these incursions while the other restaurants feel 

intimidated and say nothing.
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However, the people in the largest, fast-growing and 

most profitable Restaurant 1 have recently started 

to get particularly greedy and even threatening. 

They are a bit vague about the specifics but they 

pretty much insist that they own not only the whole 

of the common area, but even parts of the other 

restaurants’ three-foot extensions.

To this end they have started putting their tables 

everywhere and employing quite aggressive looking 

waiters/waitresses/servers/staff. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKU6PBwbCX8
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The once-effective security guard who used to keep 

order in this area has become bored and lazy. Both 

the mall management committee and the security 

guard have also made a lot of money through 

commission and other kick-backs recommending 

Restaurant 1 to visiting tourists. Indeed, it is the 

major attraction of the shopping mall and without it, 

some of the other shops would struggle to make 

money.
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Nevertheless, the security guard and 

management have been forced to take 

some action because of complaints from 

the other shops particularly Restaurants 2 

and 5.

How can this problem be solved?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKU6PBwbCX8
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The Fallout 

Shelter

Crisis
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What’s 
happened?



Where?
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Where 

are you?
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You 

are 

here
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You are a scientist and who, together with your colleagues, 

is conducting research into the shrinking Antarctic polar ice 

cap or global warming or something like that... 
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You have received a 
radio message from a 
party of 12 tourists 
who are staying at 
another field station 
1800 miles away. Their 
field station has an 
underground fall-out 
shelter with 
accommodation for 
only 6 people and food 
and water for 3 months 
(enough time for the 
fall-out to reach a safe 
level). 
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You 

are 

here

They 

are 

here
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Bear in mind that the other six will probably die and that the survivors
(together with your group) could well be the only people to restart the
human race.

The only information that you have on the tourists and their guide is given
below.
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• A 26 year old lawyer.

• The lawyer’s 24 year old, seven month pregnant wife              
who has a history of mental illness. She and her 
husband refuse to be separated.

• An armed policeman (53).

• A 32 year old female professor of modern history.

• An olympic boxer in his mid-twenties.

• A twenty-nine year old female primary school teacher.

• A beautiful young actress and singer.

• A 26 year old triad gang member who is in his 

fourth year at medical school.

• A bio-chemist in her mid-thirties.

• A 32 year old male experienced Antarctic tour guide.

• A 24 year old female veterinary surgeon.

• A 46 year old Buddhist monk.
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Person Live / Die Argument(s) Possible C/A(s) Rebuttal(s)

Lawyer

Wife

Policeman

Professor

Boxer

Teacher

Actress

Triad medical student

Bio-chemist

Tour guide

Vet

Monk
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The first option to consider is the 26 year-old triad gang member who is also a medical student. It seems logical that 

his medical knowledge and skills would be of vital importance in the event that any of the other selected survivors 

become seriously ill. Besides the veterinary surgeon, no one else appears to have any medical training, so including 

this person is probably a sensible choice. However, there are clearly concerns about his criminal background. It could 

be argued that his history could have a negative impact on the remaining survivors even to the point of violent threats 

and aggression. A further argument against his inclusion is that he is not a fully qualified doctor and so cannot provide 

safe medical attention. This position though fails to take into account the fact that triad gang members operate within 

a gang and without his accomplices, he would probably be unable to exert any authority by intimidation. There is also 

the argument that putting him in a position of responsibility and trust will have a positive influence on his behaviour

and provide him with the opportunity to not only to help others but to change the direction of his life. Finally, 

regarding the argument about his qualifications, although he is not a registered doctor, he does possess enough 

knowledge and skills to be of invaluable use to the other survivors.  Overall then, despite the obvious concerns about 

selecting this person, the benefits of his medical training and the essential role that he can play in everyone’s survival, 
mean that he is a logical choice as a survivor.

the topic sentence the argument being offered

the support for 

that argument

the concluding sentence

any possible 

counter-arguments

how the counter-

arguments 

are rebutted


