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Vocabulary Learning

“...learning vocabulary is an
essential part of mastering a
second language” (Schmitt, 2008,
p. 329).

»many aspects of “knowing” a
word




Vocabulary Knowledge

Knowing or having learnt a word does
not only mean the learner can recall the
form and retrieve the meaning of the
word in a vocabulary test, it implies the
“employability” of the word (Kremmel &

Schmitt, 2016, p. 378).




Vocabulary Knowledge

3-dimensional: breadth, depth, fluency (Daller,
Milton & Treffers-Daller, 2007)

> “moves the conceptualisation of lexical
proficiency onward from simple knowledge to the
ability to use that knowledge” (Schmitt, 2014, p.
920)

Crossley, Salsbury & McNamara (2014)--collocation
accuracy accounted for 84% of variance in writing
scores and explained 89% of holistic speaking scores




Native Speaker vs. Learner

» Native speaker: 17,000-20000 word
families

» Advanced learner: 5000+ word families
» Basic learner: 1000-2000 word families
(Horst, 2013)

8,000 word families = 34,660 words (app.)
(Schmitt & Schmitt, 2014)



Vocabulary & Comprehension

8000-9000 word families to be able to read
a range of academic texts

(Nation, 2006)

98% coverage best for easy comprehension
of written material

(Hsueh-Chao & Nation, 2000)




Word Frequency

“...nigh frequency words are so
important that almost anything
that can be done to make sure
they are learned is worth doing”
(Nation, 2001, p. 10).




Word Frequency

»high frequency = first 3000
»mid frequency = 3001-9000

»low frequency = 9001+
Schmitt & Schmitt (2014)




Academic Vocabulary

» Academic Word List (Coxhead, 2000)
570 word families (10 sublists), 10% coverage

»New Academic Word List (Browne,
Culligan, & Phillips, 2014)

963 words (not families), coverage unknown g

»New Academic Vocabulary List (Gardner
Davies, 2013)

3000 words, 2000 word families, 14% coverage




Learning and Teaching Vocab

» incidental learning (reading, listeni

» classroom focus
» direct teaching
» strategies

» self-study

» course-linked
» independent




Assessing Size and Depth of
Learner Vocabulary

»Vocabulary size: receptive dimension
»Vocabulary depth: productive dimensio
»Mainly size tests (due to practicality rea
»Most standardised size tests in levels tes
»Placement tests




Vocabulary Levels Tests (VLT)

» VLI (Nation, 1990; Schmitt, Schmitt &
Clapham, 2001)

» “the de facto standard vocabulary size
test” (Meara & Alcoy, 2010, p. 222).

» (2K, 3K, AWL, 5K and 10K)



https://www.lextutor.ca/tests/levels/recognition/2_10k/

Productive VLT

»Productive VLT (Laufer & Nation, 19

» 2K, 3K, UWL (University Word List),
and 10K

K



https://www.lextutor.ca/tests/levels/productive/

Learning and Teaching Vocab

» How can we as teachers help
students increase their acade
vocabulary and improve their
knowledge?

IC
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Tools for Vocabulary Learning

» Quizlet

» LexTutor

» RhymeZone

» Just the Word




Tools for Vocabulary Learning

Quizlet



https://quizlet.com/

Tools for Vocabulary Learning
Lextutor

» A variety of corpora

» Position of a word in sentences

» Colligation



https://www.lextutor.ca/conc/eng/
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Tools for Vocabulary Learning
Just the Word

» Try to find out the following on
Just The Word:

»verbs often used before research/analysis

» adjectives often used to describe data



http://www.just-the-word.com/
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Semantic prosody

a. Undergo
b. Cause
c. Commit

d. Impose
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Learning and Teaching Vocab

» How important a role do you
think vocabulary learning
should play in ELC courses?
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