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Abstract

Van Lier's (2007) concept of action-based teaching reemphasizes the need to extend
language learning beyond classroom practice and to respect the learner as "a person with
a social, embodied mind, with dreams, worries and beliefs". In this presentation | will
argue that L2 blogging can support language learners in their ability to think in the target
language. L2 thinking engages learners more actively in the learning process (de
Guerrero 2004), supports them in their need to develop a voice in the L2 (Van Lier 2007)
and fosters language learner autonomy (Little 2007). The study uses blog data of 20
intermediate L2 learners to illustrate and discuss the use of individual learner blogs as a
tool for public reflective writing. The blogging data provides interesting insights into the
writing process and into learner perceptions of L2 thinking. The study shows that blogging
helped to raise awareness of L2 thinking which in turn had a positive impact on personal
engagement in the learning process and on writing production.
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