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Abstract 
 
This study presents a description and evaluation of a project which aims at developing 
students' oral English proficiency and autonomy by cooperative learning in small groups. 
The necessity for organizing such a project stems from a sharp decrease in classroom 
contact hours and a nationwide College English reform in the mainland of China 
prioritizing listening and speaking abilities. The subjects are 180 non-English majors 
attending their second-year College English Course at Shenzhen University. The project 
involves learner strategy training in the classroom, weekly self-study sessions in 
Language Learning Centers and out-of-class oral practice/ peer-assessment in small 
groups. Evaluation of the project will be chiefly based on students' journals and a survey 
at the end of the semester. Possible gains include better study skills, increase in 
motivation, interest and time spent in practicing oral English and also some improvement 
in holding discussions on specific topics covered in the course. 
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