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Abstract

In Korea, many students learn English very intensively in private institutes from their
elementary school age. They have taken a passive role in highly teacher-directed class for
years and have seldom had an opportunity to take responsibility for planning,
implementing, and evaluating their own learning. For this reason, Korean English learners
depends too much on teachers even in college level, and more and more students lose
their motivation for learning English in early age. However, little research has attended to
this problem in Korea. Thus, this study attempts to investigate language learning
autonomy of Korean students in many different age groups and various L2 learning
contexts. To explore their levels of self-access learning, Guglielmino (1977)'s eight factors
in self-directed learning readiness scale are revised and employed: openness to learning
opportunities, self-concept as an effective learner, initiative and independence in learning,
informed acceptance of responsibility for one's own learning, love of learning, creativity,
positive orientation to the future, and ability to use basic study skills and problem-solving
skills. Also, Korean English learners’ motivation types and learning styles are also
examined to find out solutions for improving their autonomy and motivation.
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