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Abstract 
    
In recent years, the widening discrepancy between the ability of low proficiency students 
and high proficiency students has made it increasingly difficult to teach in teacher-
centered classes.  In response to this, the presenters will describe the emergence of a 
self-access center at Osaka Shoin Women's University in Japan and discuss its role in 
addressing the needs of a more polarized student body.  The stakeholders in the SAC 
have attempted to deal with the varied aptitudes and motivation levels by adapting 
materials in consideration of what, where, when and how students choose to learn.  
Issues relating to how effective the SAC has been in assisting students in their learning 
and its role in helping students move toward more personally involved and hence, self-
directed study programs will be explored.  Individual communication and the use of 
'successful' peer role models as advisors with L1 support were found to be integral in 
introducing the idea of autonomy to low proficiency students while higher proficiency 
students saw benefit in fulfilling their role as peer 'mentors', thereby increasing 
autonomous learning behaviors for both groups. 
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