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Abstract 
 
The degree to which learning is autonomous hinges, in part, on whether teachers value 
and nurture independent learning (Little, 1991). The Research Institute of Educational 
Development (RIED) conducts Teacher Development programs for in-service teachers. 
The presenters will introduce how the programs are designed to help shift teacher 
perspectives on both learning and student autonomy (Suzuki and Collins, 2007). 
 
The program seeks to cultivate reflective practitioners (Schön, 1984) able to adopt both 
teacher and learner stances. Participants explore the teacher perspective through lesson 
design and materials creation, reflecting on student learning and making future class 
activities more meaningful. Additionally, as situated learners (Lave and Wenger, 1991), 
participants develop student empathy by collaborating in various performance projects. 
 
The challenge for the participants is to integrate teacher and learner viewpoints into a 
cohesive whole. RIED's challenge is to determine whether the participants emerge from 
the program having done so. The presenters will offer data in the form of portfolio 
materials and reflective surveys, and analyze how successful participants have been in 
their efforts to integrate the two perspectives. Results of the analysis will suggest 
directions for future TD programs to take in empowering participants to promote 
autonomy in their own classes. 
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