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Abstract

This paper reports on a small-scale study conducted in a Japanese university. Six
Japanese professors participated in the study. The purpose of the study is to explore the
Japanese professors' experience of giving academic conference presentations in English,
to identify their strategies for making successful presentations in English, and to deepen
an understanding of their beliefs and perception of themselves as non-native speakers
(NNS) of English publishing their research worldwide. Qualitative data were collected
through a questionnaire and semi-structured interviews. The data revealed that their
beliefs about themselves as NNS has a strong influence on how they prepare for
attending an academic conference in English and how they deliver their presentation
there. The six university professors' accounts were quite different from what is taught in
EFL presentation skills courses. Throughout the paper, learners' beliefs and perception of
themselves as NNS of English will be explored, and implications for how learners can
develop life-long learning strategies will be discussed.
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