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Abstract

The paucity of documented research investigating the efficacy of autonomous learning
schemes contrasts sharply with the extensive literature on evaluation as a discipline and
evaluation in second language education. Research on autonomous learning has not only
focused on specific aspects, such as teacher and learner beliefs, efficacy of self-access
centres, the role and value of feedback, affective factors and culture, but appears to have
examined them in isolation from the broader social context of learning. Moreover,
literature documenting the impact of culture on the learner's ability to develop as an
autonomous individual tends to reflect an underlying ethnocentric perspective.

This evaluatory study of the autonomy-enhancing initiatives offered at the English
Language Centre and the SAC of a tertiary institution in Hong Kong, adopts a grounded
theory approach to understanding learner and teacher experiences in this social setting.
Preliminary insights suggest that by adopting a perspective of culture as a set of specific
behaviours and practices of a social community, instead of solely viewing it as an
attribute of the learner's ethnic background, educators will not only understand learner
autonomy as a socially constructed phenomenon, but also be better positioned to
improve pedagogical practice in their attempts to foster learner autonomy.
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