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Abstract

This paper reports on a longijtudinal, collective case study aimed at investigating the
emergent beliefs of English as a Second Language learners as they enter and participate
in a tertiary level language learning context in New Zealand. It explores how learners
negotiate entry into, and participate in, a program which has amongst it stated goals the
development of independent, self-directed and reflective learning. An individual's
cognitive operations, of which beliefs are a part, are constructed through interaction and
participation in physical and social environments, and consequently beliefs bear the mark
of those contexts. Thus, there is an ecology between the individual and the physical and
social environments in which he/she participates and interacts. To that end, the
participants were asked to represent their beliefs and experiences through a series of
visual representations, such as posters and collages, and then to provide their own
interpretations of what they had depicted. The resulting visual narratives offer interesting
insights into the ways in which learners interpret and represent their experiences in their
new language learning community, and how these experiences impact upon their sense
of self, that is, their identity.
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