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Abstract

This paper examines the conceptualisation of language learning strategies over the past
30 years, focusing on recent conceptualisations that shift from the Oxford model. Recent
scholars such as Dornyei have argued the language learning strategies are too general,
undefined, and incoherent and the questionnaires designed to measure language
learning strategies are inaccurate and unreliable (see Dornyei 2006; and Dornyei & Yin
for discussion). Instead Dornyei proposes a new theory on language learning strategies
based on educational psychology and motivation. This paper will argue that this
reconceptualisation might be a matter of throwing the baby out with the bathwater, in
that it throws out a flawed system and replaces it with another system, which is just as
limited, but in different ways. Instead, this paper shows how elements of both systems
can be pieced together to reconceptualize strategic learning by drawing on the strengths
of both a behavioural and cognitive approach from the fields of both psycholinguistics
and second language acquisition.
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