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Abstract

Peer teaching involves students learning, sharing and fostering knowledge, ideas and
experience from and with each other (Boud, Cohen and Sampson: 2001). This has been
found to be beneficial in terms of enhancing the peer tutors' confidence, self-esteem and
motivation for learning (Wagner, 1982), aspects that are also of importance in terms of
the development of learner autonomy. Although studies have suggested that peer tutors
benefit academically from the teaching experience (e.g. Allen and Feldman, 1973; Rekrut,
1992), there seems to be a lack of studies exploring issues in relation to how tutors could
benefit from the teaching experience in terms of the development of learner autonomy.
This study attempts to explore the development of learner autonomy in peer tutors
through their involvement in peer teaching. Six participants- third-year English major
undergraduate college students- were trained to teach basic English skills to lower
English proficiency first-year undergraduates. Qualitative methods were employed for
data collection: observation, group interviews, and the tutors' reflection journals. This
presentation details the aspects of the development of learner autonomy in the peer
tutors through peer teaching experiences. The theoretical as well as the pedagogical
implications of the study will also be discussed.
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