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Abstract

Much of what we know about developing a knowledge base of teacher education for
learner autonomy (TELA) is based on pre-service and in-service programmes. However,
most teachers' ongoing involvement with learner autonomy takes place outside such
formal contexts, with their learners, and/or in informal workplace interactions, teacher
networks, meetings and conferences. How should we interpret such TELA? Is it simply
self-directed professional development towards a pedagogy for autonomy? Or is it more
of a socially engaged process of seeking improved understanding with peers about how
to interpret "learning" in new ways? Or is it something else? In this presentation, | report
on extended interviews with four teachers working in different local contexts in Japan,
and explore their interpretations and histories of how they have variably engaged with
their own teacher education around learner autonomy issues over several years. | focus
in particular on how they re-construct their engagement with learner development issues
through becoming and staying involved in the same special interest group, as well as
through creating and sustaining different development forums within their workplaces
and beyond. | also look at the constraints they notice and have experienced, and consider
how they problematise their learning learner development.
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