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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to present a project that we have been carrying out
collaboratively at two different Finnish universities, focusing on the role of independent
learning in our Swedish courses for Specific Purposes. In addition to foreign language
requirements included in all Bachelor degree studies, Finnish universities have
mandatory course requirements for both two national languages, Finnish and Swedish.
Our own students are business students at the Helsinki School of Economics and
students of law and social sciences at the University of Helsinki.

Based on our pedagogical views and experience, we consider the learners' future needs
presented by working life and society to be the foundation on which we have built the
rationale for our courses. Consequently, we argue that in addition to gaining academic
knowledge in their specific fields, our learners' professional expertise also needs to
include language and communication skKills, ICT skills, an ability to work independently
and in a group as well as skills for lifelong learning. We will present practical examples
from our courses of the process of independent learning and learning outcomes. We will
also demonstrate how new technologies are used in supporting independent learning (e.g.
audio, video, video conferencing, student-produced podcasts).
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