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Abstract

Studying at university in a foreign country involves a complex mix of linguistic, academic
and cultural challenges. Successful "border crossings" of this kind require individuals to
adopt new ways of communicating and behaving, and to shape new identities for
themselves. Chik (2007) has suggested that the formation of identity plays a critical role
in the development of learner autonomy, and therefore the ability to manage the learning
experience. While a number of previous studies have documented the stories of
migrants as they encounter new cultures and communities (e.g. Pavlenko 1998, 2001),
this project explores the experience - part migrant, part sojourner - of international
graduate students navigating a foreign academic environment. | argue that these
learners' stories can offer insights to other international students and also to teachers
and institutions who wish to provide support for their students. | will begin by presenting
the findings of a pilot survey of international graduate students' experiences at
Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia. Then | will outline the methodology | am
adopting as | gather the stories of the study participants.
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