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Abstract 

The aim of this roundtable discussion session is to compare how plagiarism detection software (e.g. 

Turnitin) is used across Hong Kong institutions. It is hoped that the discussion may generate ideas on 

how we can use this software not merely as plagiarism police, who detect and punish plagiarism, but as 

educators, whose aim it is to develop students' understanding of academic integrity and how it applies 

to their writing. 

1) What issues have you encountered related to plagiarism in your students' writing? 

2) What do you think are the root causes of plagiarism in your teaching context? Is it usually intentional? 

3) How is plagiarism detection software used in your institution? Are teachers and student writers likely 

to perform a qualitative analysis of a Turnitin report, or simply rely on the similarity index as an indicator 

of plagiarism? 

4) How have you used Turnitin in your own career as a writer/researcher (if at all)? 

5) What are the benefits and limitations of using Turintin, and how feasible is it to use it as an 

educational tool to develop your students' understanding of academic integrity? 
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