
ELC Writing Roundtable 2013 
 

24 May 2013  2:45pm – 3:30pm   Room A607 

 

Roundtable Title: Multimodal Academic Literacy 

Presenters:       Aditi Jhaveri, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

 

Abstract 

The challenge of teaching academic literacy to first year university students is currently complicated by 

the existence of multimodal literacies in society at large.  This is primarily because higher education has 

continued to privilege traditional texts.  Consequently, the academic literacy valued by universities is 

often at odds with the types of literacies students encounter in their everyday life as they access and 

create content on the Internet outside the classroom. Since writing forms the dominant basis of judging 

students’ ability, those who do not exhibit mastery of the art are considered less able. However, an 

integration of multimodal texts in academic literacy may not only be effective in supporting students’ 

learning, it can also have a high motivational impact on them. Therefore, this discussion explores the 

possibility of increasing the pedagogical scope of traditional academic literacy to include multimodal 

texts in a way that students can develop as academic writers and thinkers. 
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