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Abstract

From formulaic expressions of purpose to standardized structural statements and (besides) the ever so
prominent and overly used cohesive connecters, academic writing can clearly develop and deliver a
given message. Such writing functions well and it achieves a given purpose, yet it can be so drab. In this
roundtable discussion we shall discuss the unleashing of a more creative use of language, within the
strict confines of academia, which may transcend the status-quo and revitalize academic writing without
upsetting the grand expectations of the English teacher. Would injecting linguistic creativity (rich
description, parallel structures, alliteration, anaphora, metaphor, metonymy, hyperbole, irony...) into
academic writing help create texts that flow beyond function, have a greater range of language, and
have enhanced coherence? Or, would confusion reign?
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